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IMPEACHMENT OF PRESIDENT TRUMP 


President Trump says he will soeak Thursday about “our Country's VICTORY on the Impeachment Hoax.” 


SENATE JURY 
ACQUITS TRUMP 


Romney cites ‘oath before God’ in bucking GOP on 1 of 2 charges 


By LISA MASCARO AND 
Mary CLARE JALONICK 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump won impeach- 
ment acquittal Wednesday in the 
US. Senate, bringing to a close 
only the third presidential trial in 
US. history with votes that split 
the country, tested civic norms 


and fed the tumultuous 2020 race 
for the White House. 

With Chief Justice John Rob- 
erts presiding, senators sworn to 
do “impartial justice” stood at 
their desks to state their votes for 
the roll call — “guilty” or “not 
guilty” — in a swift tally almost 
exclusively along party lines. Visi- 
tors, including the president’s 
allies, watched from the crowded 


gallery. 

Roberts read the declaration 
that Trump “be, and is hereby, 
acquitted of the charges.” 

The outcome followed months 
of impeachment proceedings, 
from Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s 
House to Mitch McConnell’s 
Senate, reflecting the nation’s 
unrelenting partisan divide three 
years into the Trump presidency. 


MARK WILSON/GETTY 


What started as Trump’s re- 
quest for Ukraine to “do us a 
favor” spun into a far-reaching, 
28,000-page report compiled by 
House investigators accusing the 
president of engaging in shadow 
diplomacy that threatened U.S. 
foreign relations for personal, 
political gain as he pressured the 
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Kirk Douglas dies 
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Should Chicago open 
safe sites for drug users? 


There’s already a makeshift network — and it’s saving lives 


By ELAINE CHEN 


In the year he lived in an 
abandoned building in Hum- 
boldt Park, David Cole says he 
came to the aid of at least six 
people overdosing from drugs. 
And maybe saved their lives. 

One time, a woman took 
cocaine and heroin and “just 
kind of laid back,” said Cole, 57, a 
user himself “I thought she was 
chilling, so I was reading a book. 
And I look over and I said, 
‘Whoa, her lips are blue’ 

“T calmly took the stuff out 
and gave her a shot,” he said, 
referring to naloxone, a medi- 
cation that can rapidly reverse 
an opioid overdose. “She came 
through.” 

Cole left the building about a 
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David Cole, 57, living at ahomeless encampment at Belmont and 


Kedzie avenues, helps one of his neighbors insulate his winter camp 
early last December. He said he has been using heroin for years and 


has saved other users by administering naloxone. 


A green 
light for 
red-light 
cam ban 


House committee 
advances bill after 
Sandoval guilty plea 


By DAN PETRELLA 


An Illinois House commit- 
tee voted unanimously 
Wednesday to advance a mea- 
sure that would ban controver- 
sial red-light traffic cameras in 
many towns across the Chicago 
area and outside St. Louis. 

The full House in 2015 
approved a similar measure, 
also sponsored by Republican 
state Rep. David McSweeney of 
Barrington Hills. But it was 
blocked in the Senate by then- 
Sen. Martin Sandoval, who 
pleaded guilty in federal court 
last week to accepting at least 
$70,000 in bribes to act as a 
“protector” for red-light cam- 
era company SafeSpeed. 

The House Transportation 
Committee voted 11-0 to ad- 
vance McSweeney’s bill, which 
would ban the cameras in 
non-home rule communities in 
Cook, DuPage, Kane, Lake, 
McHenry, Will, Madison and 
St. Clair counties, to the full 
House for a vote. Non-home 
rule communities — generally 
those with 25,000 or fewer 
residents — have more limited 
powers under state law. 

McSweeney said he favors 
banning all red-light cameras 
and has introduced legislation 
that would do so, but he said 
this proposal is a first step. 

“This was the bill I was given 
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Despite 
low risk, 
coronavirus 
fears viral 


As anxiety swirls in 
US and Chicago, get 
dose of perspective 


By KATE THAYER 


As the novel coronavirus 
spreads — even if mostly on the 
other side of the world — some 
in the US. are panicking, espe- 
cially people with underlying 
anxiety issues triggered by 
health or germs. 

Myths swirling on social 
media about the virus can also 
add to the panic, prompting 
experts to advise the public to 
consider the source of the 
information. 

It’s also important to keep 
things in perspective, listen to 
public health officials’ declara- 
tion that the risk remains low 
in the United States, and focus 
on reasonable preventative 
measures that are always bene- 
ficial during cold and flu sea- 
son, said Vaile Wright, a psy- 
chologist based in Chicago and 
Washington, D.C., and director 
of clinical research at the 
American Psychological Asso- 
ciation. 

“The anxiety around the 
coronavirus is driven by the 
uncertainty around it? she 
said. “A lot remains unknown. 
When you have that level of 
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